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Ta Fáilte Romhat Fiacail - Welcome Feakle to the Super Valu 2014 National Tidy Towns competition. You have 12 
committee members on your Community Council. (The Community Council submitted the Entry Form.) You meet on 
the first Monday of every month. You also hold some general meetings and an AGM.  Clare County Council takes 
‘pride of place’ as your only mention of an agency, body, or business that has supported your activities. We are sure 
that there are others. Please let us know if there are in your 2015 submission. 

You communicate through newsletter flyers and parish notes. We hope that you send your notes to all minority 
churches that may be represented in your area. The Clare Champion and the Clare People newspapers are also 
used for communication purposes. We are delighted to hear that you are setting up a parish website. As already 
mentioned you hold general meetings and an AGM, and as these are mentioned again under ‘communications’ we 
assume that these are open to the general public.

You have liaison with the school, as the school principal is on your committee. We are delighted to hear that the 
pupils are involved in Green Schools and litter picking.

This appears to be only your second year after re entering the Tidy Towns competition. You say that you get a 
sense of pride from making your village and environs attractive to locals and visitors alike. We understand that you 
have ‘broader agendas’ as a Community Council, but you are working well on your Tidy Towns agenda.

You list many projects for this year's adjudication under various category headings. Most of these you show on your 
map. Your map is somewhat limited in its detail. Perhaps next year you can submit a better map. However, well 
done on attaching the North point to the map. You have not submitted a Tidy Towns plan. A three or five-year plan 
will focus your mind on the important issues facing you, and it will help you to prioritise your work. A plan need not 
be prepared professionally, but you should consult widely locally in preparing such a plan. You should also consider 
any statutory and non-statutory plans applicable to Feakle in drawing up your work programme. Please refer to the 
Tidy Towns Handbook for advice in relation to the preparation of a three or five-year plan. It is essential to progress 
in the competition and to gain extra marks under this particular category that you submit such a plan in 2015.

We note that you are inclined to mix up some of your projects under different category headings. For instance you 
say that you encourage commercial owners to keep their premises attractive and tidy under the Residential Streets 
and Housing areas -whereas this belongs to the Built Environment. In 2015 we would ask you to double-check your 
Entry Form for such confusion before you submit your entry.
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Tidy Towns Competition 2014
Adjudication Report

Centre:
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Built Environment and Streetscape

Landscaping and Open Spaces

Wildlife, Habitats and Natural Amenities

Sustainable Waste and Resource Management
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Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes
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TOTAL MARK 450 244

Community Involvement & Planning / Rannpháirtíocht an Phobail & Pleanáil:

Built Environment and Streetscape / An Timpeallacht Thógtha agus Sráid-dreacha:

Mark

Awarded 2014

24/06/2014

 



Feakle is a good vernacular village with a very good unspoilt 
traditional streetscape. The streetscape benefits visually from changes in ground level - giving nicely stepped roof 
and chimney levels.
You have reroofed and painted the Community Centre and constructed a flower bed at the entrance. It would be 
good if the gates beside the Community Centre (cattle crush area) could be painted. You have cleared a derelict site 
and tidied a derelict house Opposite Donlon’s corner. 

A whitewashed gable of a shed on the Gort approach Road which is located at the junction of the road to the village 
and the ‘bypass’ road needs to be re-whitewashed. This forms a first opinion of the built environment in the village 
and is therefore important. The seat at the gable and the planted pots only serve to draw attention to the need for 
whitewash. Conversely across the road the post office is well presented. The Memorial to Brian Merriman at the 
cemetery car park is bare, and, apart from the included plaque has nothing that would indicate its poetic 
connotations. Neither its location nor its condition/surrounds attract. It is probably a product of its time, and whereas 
it is good to have the Cúirt an Mheán Oiche poet remembered here near Loch Greaney, hopefully in time a fitting 
monument will be commissioned.

We admired a beautifully presented cream colour single story house on the Gort Road approach with well painted 
gates, cream boundary wall (which must be difficult to keep clean) and hydrangeas (blue and pink) behind the 
cream wall.

Smyth’s looked well, but there was a lot of storage of goods outside the premises in the forecourt area - which 
created an untidy effect. It is a pity that the new wall adjacent is not of traditional local stone and design. The 
modern building adjacent has a lot of notices in some of the windows and doors. Could these be removed and a 
notice board created instead? Such proliferation of notices detract form its overall
appearance.

The yellow and ochre terrace - including Bohan’s - was well presented. Loughnane’s restaurant is a truly lovely 
vernacular building. Projecting lighting over the name sign is intrusive here. If the building gets a new owner 
perhaps they could arrange for discreet setback down-lighting to replace the existing. The County Conservation 
Officer would be able to advise on such work. The gable facing the Gort approach needs painting.

We admired beautifully maintained red railings outside a stone fronted house in a terrace. The red railings echo the 
red capping on the gate pillars, which in turn reflect the red gable facing the streamside. It is a pity that the sash 
windows have been replaced by uPVC windows Sash windows have been retained on the excellent cream-coloured 
house with railings in the same terrace. And sash Windows have been retained at the very well presented J. 
Moloney premises. External attached and freestanding advertising on the adjacent shop front detracts a little from 
this overall double building. The garage door uphill of the shop also requires repainting.

At the junction to the school (Donlon’s Corner) there are two contrasting properties on either side of the junction. 
One is well presented the other less so. 

On the Tulla road approach we admired a lovely two-storey stone shed with external stairs, and this was very well 
set off by a lovely garden on the Tulla side of the shed. On the village side of the shed we admired the excellent 
high dry stone wall. This complex had all the evidence of being lovingly cared for – as it indeed was. On adjudication 
day the owner - a lady - who lived across the road was working hard in the garden to maintain this excellent 
complex on the Tulla approach road.

We admired a long well-painted wall with red capping on the school road. We admired the Irish names sign on the 
school elevation. Where we also admired the three green flags which were flying proudly in the breeze.

You maintain and enhance open spaces. The Rural Social Scheme is involved in graveyard maintenance - both in 
the village and in the parish. They also maintain all green areas including the priest’s house and the church 
grounds. You plant daffodils for spring and begonias for summer.

You have included the granite seating in the Fairgreen under ‘Built Environment. However, we accredit it here under 
Landscaping as it forms part of your Fairgreen landscaped area. The upgraded information sign was observed in 
the Fairgreen.
 
We admired the seat and flower bed near the community centre. It appears some stone in use may not be local, and 
cement has been used in places. Where walls are being constructed you should use local dry stone construction. 
Where mortar is required it should be lime mortar and not cement so as to be in keeping with the traditional walling.

We admired the raised gravel bank by the school. We also admired the Feakle Fáilte sign and seating on the raised 
grass bank near the school.

The Fairgreen was well presented generally. Please note our comments we litter and sweeping for this location 
under Tidiness.
 
The stream area in the middle of the town is a beautiful amenity. Could the raw metal railings on the little bridge be 
painted?

A recessed hard landscaped picnic area with raised bed floral planting, (fronting lovely old metal gates) was 
admired in the middle of the village.

Very good hedging has been planted on the Tulla approach road in an elongated gravel bed. This is simple and 
classical looking.

At the junction to the school (Donlon’s Corner)* the lovely gravel bed with its shrubs (beside the two-storey well 
presented property) was admired. This bed was a riot of colour which looked stunning on adjudication day. The 
various shrubs including lavender were most colourful and effective. Incidentally you spell this corner as above* but 
on the stone wall the stone sign (with the crossed hurleys) says Donnellan’s Corner.

The playground was well presented.

Built Environment and Streetscape / An Timpeallacht Thógtha agus Sráid-dreacha:

Landscaping and Open Spaces / Tírdhreachú agus Spásanna Oscailte:



 
The stream area in the middle of the town is a beautiful amenity. Could the raw metal railings on the little bridge be 
painted?

A recessed hard landscaped picnic area with raised bed floral planting, (fronting lovely old metal gates) was 
admired in the middle of the village.

Very good hedging has been planted on the Tulla approach road in an elongated gravel bed. This is simple and 
classical looking.

At the junction to the school (Donlon’s Corner)* the lovely gravel bed with its shrubs (beside the two-storey well 
presented property) was admired. This bed was a riot of colour which looked stunning on adjudication day. The 
various shrubs including lavender were most colourful and effective. Incidentally you spell this corner as above* but 
on the stone wall the stone sign (with the crossed hurleys) says Donnellan’s Corner.

The playground was well presented.

We applaud you for not cutting hedges during the bird breeding season. The gun club have a sanctuary below the 
school near the river. You have planted artichokes for the duck and pheasant population. You say that you have 
undertaken surveys as part of the NARGC. Access to all lakes is available with footbridges installed and maintained 
by the gun club. A lot of your projects appear to involve the gun club. Whereas it is good that you have established 
good working relations with the gun club yet we would also like to see other surveys and work not connected with 
the gun club taking place under this category heading.

We note that you spray weedkiller on road verges and along footpaths, as well as in green areas in the village. We 
would suggest that you desist from using chemical weed killer and investigate a nonchemical weed killer approach. 
We suggest that you discuss this with your County Heritage Officer, whom we are sure will be happy to advise you. 
At the very least dead grass and weeds should be removed once treated and dealt with an appropriate fashion.

We suggest you speak to the County Heritage Officer who will give you advice and encouragement on all aspects of 
wildlife and natural amenities. You should also read the Tidy Towns Handbook which is quite detailed on this 
category. The Heritage Council’s ‘Wildlife in Towns and Villages’ booklet is also a useful resource. Engaging with 
the schools on even elementary nature study surveys can lead in time to the further analysis and 
interpretation/presentation of the findings. As you live in such a rich environmental area you have the potential to 
enjoy it and learn more about as well as increase your marks in this category very readily. We understand that Clare 
County Council has a Biodiversity Officer whose assistance you could also seek.

You have painted the school boundary wall and capped the GAA wall.

Although you include under Built Environment the maintenance and cleaning of the playground and making it dog 
proof - it really is a Tidiness project. Playground equipment is inspected and maintained by the Community Council.

At the Fairgreen the East Clare way sign looked well. The Feakle district sign is very faded, and its wood surrounds 
need treatment. The surface of the village green plaza needs weeding and sweeping.
The well has been cleared of overgrown hedging and the walls have been rebuilt.

The sewerage scheme site needs planting inside the green security fence to soften the lines of the fencing.
 
The blue, white, and green recycling bins need a good wash, and part of the signage is hidden by the purple 
clothing bin. Signage on the bins themselves is torn and dirty, and some litter was noted between the bins.

Opposite Smyth’s a rusty high gate enclosed a yard. A road sign and traffic cone were left in the road margin beside 
the rusty gate. Across the road the wheelchair parking spaces need to be re-lined.

The long white wall on the upper part of the hillside opposite the Fairgreen needs repainting before 2015

In our many adjudications in 2014, we do not think we saw any election poster remaining except in Feakle. We will 
not name and shame the candidate.

We would hope that you can possibly plaster the GAA roadside boundary. It is very bare and looks poorly - as a 
long block wall in a traditional stone wall area. It is not possible to plant on the roadside as the wall directly meets 
the inner side of the footpath. Planting on the pitch side could eventually be ‘trained’ over the wall onto the road side 
boundary. This is an alternative suggestion. We note that last year’s adjudicator also drew attention to this bare wall.

The graveyard car park where the recycling bins are located is very bare and has a rough surface. Could you come 
up with the landscaping proposals for this area which also allows for access to the bins and for parking for the 
graveyard? Such planting should be permanent and not potted.

Well done to the students who get involved in litter picking. You have monthly litter patrols with intermittent 
newsletters to encourage people not to litter and to scoop dog detritus. You hold a school colouring competition on 
antilitter themes.

We noted a few occurrences of small amounts of litter in the village.
A small amount of litter was noted in the Fairgreen landscaped area.
An intermittent ‘string of litter’ was noted on the road from L to J as shown on your map. There was also some litter 
in the foreground of the sign for the village on the Gort approach road. Some litter was noted between the recycling 
bins in the graveyard car park.

To improve your markings in this category continue with the good work, but also include a litter management plan in 
your overall Tidy Towns plan. You can dovetail this plan with the County Litter Management plan. Your County 
Environmental Awareness Officer will be able to advise you in this regard

We are delighted to hear that the school has been awarded several green schools’ awards. It is also the proud 
possessor of three Green Flags Water harvesting happens at the school. You are involved in water conservation 
projects, a vegetable garden, energy efficiency, and transport awareness. We would like to hear more details about 
these projects in 2015. 

Your bottle banks are located in the graveyard car park, together with a clothes bank. The Community Council and 
the rural social scheme, together with the school and parishioners carry out monthly cleanups and litter picking 
within the village and approach roads. All litter is segregated and brought to Scariff recycle centre.

You distribute special flyers to householders and you see that dogs’ problems are addressed. You have had clobber 
for money events at the school/camogie club monthly.

You arrange for the collection of various used items such as old phones, batteries and print cartridges. You recycle 
postage stamps for charity, and you recycle textbooks.

Sustainable waste and resource management is about trying to reduce the amount of waste produced in the first 
case. You will find lots of helpful advice in the Tidy Towns Handbook. We recommend that you make contact with 
the Environmental Awareness Officer of your local authority who we are sure would be more than happy to help you 
perhaps organise a Sustainable Waste and Resource Management seminar. The officer can also enable community 
groups to participate in the Green Home programme based on the Green Schools programme. You have potential 
to increase your marks in this section by following through on your ideas on this topic before 2015 and addressing 
the Guidelines sent with your entry form last year.

Wildlife, Habitats and Natural Amenities / Fiadhúlra, Gnáthóga agus Taitneamhachtaí Nádúrtha:

Sustainable Waste and Resource Management / Bainistiú Acmhainní agus Dramhaíola Inbhuanaithe:

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Rialú Bruscair:



need treatment. The surface of the village green plaza needs weeding and sweeping.
The well has been cleared of overgrown hedging and the walls have been rebuilt.

The sewerage scheme site needs planting inside the green security fence to soften the lines of the fencing.
 
The blue, white, and green recycling bins need a good wash, and part of the signage is hidden by the purple 
clothing bin. Signage on the bins themselves is torn and dirty, and some litter was noted between the bins.

Opposite Smyth’s a rusty high gate enclosed a yard. A road sign and traffic cone were left in the road margin beside 
the rusty gate. Across the road the wheelchair parking spaces need to be re-lined.

The long white wall on the upper part of the hillside opposite the Fairgreen needs repainting before 2015

In our many adjudications in 2014, we do not think we saw any election poster remaining except in Feakle. We will 
not name and shame the candidate.

We would hope that you can possibly plaster the GAA roadside boundary. It is very bare and looks poorly - as a 
long block wall in a traditional stone wall area. It is not possible to plant on the roadside as the wall directly meets 
the inner side of the footpath. Planting on the pitch side could eventually be ‘trained’ over the wall onto the road side 
boundary. This is an alternative suggestion. We note that last year’s adjudicator also drew attention to this bare wall.

The graveyard car park where the recycling bins are located is very bare and has a rough surface. Could you come 
up with the landscaping proposals for this area which also allows for access to the bins and for parking for the 
graveyard? Such planting should be permanent and not potted.

Well done to the students who get involved in litter picking. You have monthly litter patrols with intermittent 
newsletters to encourage people not to litter and to scoop dog detritus. You hold a school colouring competition on 
antilitter themes.

We noted a few occurrences of small amounts of litter in the village.
A small amount of litter was noted in the Fairgreen landscaped area.
An intermittent ‘string of litter’ was noted on the road from L to J as shown on your map. There was also some litter 
in the foreground of the sign for the village on the Gort approach road. Some litter was noted between the recycling 
bins in the graveyard car park.

To improve your markings in this category continue with the good work, but also include a litter management plan in 
your overall Tidy Towns plan. You can dovetail this plan with the County Litter Management plan. Your County 
Environmental Awareness Officer will be able to advise you in this regard

Feakle has ‘escaped’ the blight of unfinished estates. House in the village are well presented – almost without 
exception. 

All communal areas are maintained by the Rural Social Scheme with machinery purchased by the Community 
Council. Shrub beds are being developed in residential areas. You say that many householders paint their house 
exteriors in springtime. This is a good country tradition, and we are glad to see that the residents of Feakle are 
continuing the tradition. One housing estate did not have any name sign. A fly post on a pole beside the road to the 
same housing estate looked poorly.

The approach from Gort is by a good graveyard wall. We admired the nice stile beside the graveyard gate. The 
village black and white sign needs renewal as it is worn. It is a nice simple traditional village sign with a harp, and it 
should be cleaned or replaced by a similar sign. This type of sign is rare, and it would be best to conserve it. It is 
‘sitting’ in very rough ground - a length of which has been treated with weed killer and looks very poorly. There was 
also some litter in the foreground of the sign. Beyond the village sign we admired one very neat garden on the 
left-hand side beyond the post office. Just beyond this terracotta coloured boundary wall needs repainting of the wall 
itself and tidying of the road margin beside the wall. Opposite a dry stonewall has weed killer along its base. 
Strimming of verges is very badly needed on the left-hand side towards the village on this approach. We admired 
one lovely black field gate and stone pillars on the left-hand side, but the gateway vegetation needs strimming. 
Opposite this there is a gate which requires painting. We would strongly suggest that you consider painting all farm 
gates within the village, and on each approach road to the village, inside the speed limit or village. Despite your 
work on stone wall repair – some further repair is required in places on this approach. The footpath is clean, but we 
noticed one big pothole along the road. Weed killer is much in evidence on the right-hand side, and a boundary wall 
of the grey single story house on the same side needs attention - both to the wall and to rusty gates nearby. Dead 
trees were noticed beyond that wall and should be removed.

Although you discuss the resurfacing of the main Street and side streets under Tidiness, we accredit this work under 
this category heading. We expect that completing the sewage and water scheme expedited this work. 

You conduct a litter pick on the approach roads in May and in April. 

On the ‘by pass’ road (south of Smyth’s) a house in a dip below the road is derelict and dirty. The building across 
the way above the road level has overgrown surrounds. The road here needs resurfacing in places. The walls and 
margins are very poor approaching the ‘stop’ sign for Feakle. Dead trees were noted on the left-hand side and 
should be removed.

A speed limit sign beyond the housing estate was turned in the wrong direction. Generally the black and white 
striped traffic sign poles were very well presented.

A double headless traffic pole behind a sign for Gort, Scariff, and Tulla on the ‘bypass’  road - at the junction of the 
road with the road to the  village -  was noted.
Some on-footpath car parking was observed in the village. This creates obstruction to footpath users, and also looks 
untidy.

On the road to the school a really badly rusted pole contained signage including one for the Mass Rock.

Part of the kerbing of the footpath is broken at the top of the school road as one approaches the village junction.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta:

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:



this category heading. We expect that completing the sewage and water scheme expedited this work. 

You conduct a litter pick on the approach roads in May and in April. 

On the ‘by pass’ road (south of Smyth’s) a house in a dip below the road is derelict and dirty. The building across 
the way above the road level has overgrown surrounds. The road here needs resurfacing in places. The walls and 
margins are very poor approaching the ‘stop’ sign for Feakle. Dead trees were noted on the left-hand side and 
should be removed.

A speed limit sign beyond the housing estate was turned in the wrong direction. Generally the black and white 
striped traffic sign poles were very well presented.

A double headless traffic pole behind a sign for Gort, Scariff, and Tulla on the ‘bypass’  road - at the junction of the 
road with the road to the  village -  was noted.
Some on-footpath car parking was observed in the village. This creates obstruction to footpath users, and also looks 
untidy.

On the road to the school a really badly rusted pole contained signage including one for the Mass Rock.

Part of the kerbing of the footpath is broken at the top of the school road as one approaches the village junction.


